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Welcome to the 42nd edition of Sustainability Snippets 

Climate change grants open 

Councils can apply for grants of up to $300,000 under 

Round 2 of the Increasing Resilience to Climate 

Change (IRCC) grants program, a partnership 

between LGNSW and the NSW Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment to address climate 

change risks and vulnerabilities facing NSW councils. 

 

Grants totalling $1,160,000 are available for projects 

delivered within 2 years as follows: 

• $30,000 to $120,000 for individual councils.    

• $50,000 to $300,000 for regional adaptation 

projects across two or more council areas. 

Visit LGNSW for Round 2 application forms, grant 

guidelines and webinar details. Applications close 

Monday 2 September 2019. 

 

Participate in the webinar on Wednesday 24 July, 

2.30-3.30pm, to get an overview of the IRCC grant 

program, climate change risk and project identification, 

explanation of the selection criteria, and other 

information useful to those thinking of making an 

application. Register your interest. 

 

Ten Round 1 grants totalling $1,011,300 have also 

been announced. 

 

CPP seeking partners 

The Cities Power Partnership is currently looking for 

new councils to join Australia's largest local 

government climate alliance. CPP are accepting 

applications from interested councils until 20 August. 

Strategies for low carbon 
communities: a webinar for NSW 
councils 

The NSW Government is hosting a webinar for 
councils which will explore strategies for low carbon 
communities on Wednesday 31 July 10-11am. The 
webinar will look into community emission profiles, 
what these can tell us, and provide some examples 
of strategies councils can take to reduce community 
emissions.  

This webinar will be ideal for sustainability and 
planning staff, particularly those involved with 
preparing CSPs and the LSPS. Register online. 

LGNSW has opened nominations for the 2019 

Excellence in the Environment Awards.  The awards 

recognise outstanding achievements by local 

government in NSW in managing and protecting the 

environment.  

 

The Excellence in the Environment Awards celebrate 

NSW councils programs, projects and people across 

16 award categories. Three new categories - the 

Environmental Health Management Award, Climate 

Change Adaptation and Towards Net Zero Emissions 

Award - are available this year. Apply online by 29 

July. 
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Take Me Outside 

Take Me Outside NSW aims to get kids across NSW 

playing and learning outdoors, connecting with nature 

and gaining knowledge about their environment 

through hands-on projects.  

 

The Australian Association for Environmental 

Education (AAEE) NSW Chapter is seeking partners to 

deliver successful hands-on projects which can occur 

over a year or number of months, and should have a 

lasting benefit for the environment and positive social 

outcomes for the school, and those they partner with. 

 

So, if your organisation is interested in achieving 

outcomes regarding the environment, sustainability, 

waste, biodiversity, and community engagement,  then 

head to the website to find out more about pledging 

your support to help get kids active outdoors, engaged 

in hands-on learning, whilst enhancing the long-term 

health of their local environment. 

 

Immense climate benefits from tree 
planting: study 

A global effort to restore forests by planting about 500 

billion trees could both remove carbon from the 

atmosphere and mitigate climate change, according to 

a new study. 

 

The study modelled mass planting on land that was 

not already used for farming, forests or urban areas 

and found it could increase earth’s forested area by 25 

percent and store about 205 gigatonnes of carbon 

when the trees reach maturity. 

 

“This highlights global tree restoration as our most 

effective climate change solution to date,” the abstract 

by the study’s eight authors said in Science. “However, 

climate change will alter this potential tree coverage. 

We estimate that if we cannot deviate from the current 

trajectory, the global potential canopy cover may 

shrink by ~223 million hectares by 2050, with the vast 

majority of losses occurring in the tropics.  

“Our results highlight the opportunity of climate change 

mitigation through global tree restoration but also the 

urgent need for action.” 

 

Last month Resilient Melbourne and the Nature 

Conservancy released the Living Melbourne: our 

metropolitan urban forest report in an effort to manage 

a projected population of 8 million and threats from 

climate change such as heatwaves. 

 

It outlined what steps 32 metropolitan councils in 

Melbourne, state agencies and non-governmental 

organisations need to take to ensure the city’s future 

liveability by protecting, expanding and connecting its 

urban forests. These include preparing new guidelines 

and regulations to support greener subdivisions as 

well as increasing the amount of green roofs and 

green walls on private buildings. 

 

UN SDG progress report 

The Sustainable Development Goals were developed 

by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015, 

setting out 17 global goals with the aim of eradicating 

world poverty and hunger by 2030. 

 

The SDG progress report identifies that progress has 

been made in the areas of declining extreme poverty, 

reducing under-5 mortality rates, increasing 

immunisation rates and increased access to electricity.  

However, the report identifies many areas that need 

urgent collective attention. The natural environment is 

deteriorating at an alarming rate: sea levels are rising; 

ocean acidification is accelerating; the past four years 

have been the warmest on record; one million plant 

and animal species are at risk of extinction; and land 

degradation continues unchecked. 

 

You can also read Australia’s progress on the SDGs. 

 

Resources 

Resource efficiency guides 

The Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment (DPIE) have release three new resource 

efficiency guides for local government: 

 

• Energy and water metering and monitoring guide 

for aquatic centres 

• Energy efficiency water heating technology guide 

for aquatic centres 

• Energy efficiency opportunities in wastewater 

treatment facilities 

Model Business Case for Street Lighting and 

Smart Controls Upgrades 

The Model Business Case is targeted at local 

government, main road agencies and distributed 

network supply providers wanting to put forward a 

robust case for large-scale street lighting upgrades 

using LEDs and smart controls. It is a user-friendly 

template document supported by an accompanying 

Excel-based modelling tool that can be adapted to suit 

individual circumstances. Both contain instructions and 

prompts to guide the author through the customisation 
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of their business case. This Model Business Case is 

particularly suited for those lacking the time, resources 

or in-house lighting expertise to develop a business 

case from the ground up. 

 

High Pressure Cleaning Asbestos Roofs  

SafeWork NSW have now launched a Video Safety 

Alert to raise awareness about the dangers of using 

high pressure water to clean both asbestos roofs and 

other asbestos containing materials.  

 

Urban Heat & Green Cover dataset  

To support local government, DPIE has recently 

published a collection of datasets mapping urban heat 

and green cover across Greater Metropolitan Sydney 

down to street level.  

 

With insights from datasets like these, planners and 

policy makers can better understand the relationship 

between land use, urban vegetation and heat in their 

area and its impact on the community, to monitor and 

evaluate green cover strategies over time and assess 

opportunities to adapt urban areas to create more 

liveable cities. Explore the data here.  

 

Shoalhaven Illawarra and North Coast ERA reports 

DPIE’s Enabling Regional Adaptation (ERA) project 

took place in Shoalhaven Illawarra and North Coast 

state planning regions. Overall 242 regional decision 

makers were engaged to identify how the expected 

impacts of climate change may affect local 

communities and identify opportunities to respond. 

Both reports can be found on AdaptNSW website. 

 

Chemical recycling of plastics 

Check out this article in the Fifth Estate on a 

breakthrough commercially viable technology that 

turns plastics back into oil.  The Catalytic 

Hydrothermal Reactor (or Cat-HTR) is capable of 

chemically recycling end-of-life plastics (including 

plastic currently deemed non-recyclable) and other 

materials back into oils (where the plastics came from 

originally), using water as the change agent. 

 

This synthetic oil can be used to produce new plastic, 

fuels and chemicals – reducing waste and creating a 

new source of revenue. 

 

Case studies 

Liverpool City Council - Amalfi Park Basin: 

Brickmakers Creek flood mitigation project 

Brickmakers Creek was a primary cause of major 

flooding of the northern Liverpool CBD, a major 

highway and over-floor flooding of residential 

properties. Creek enhancement works achieved the 

primary objective of flood mitigation and also delivered 

multiple community benefits including provision of 

wetland, gross pollutant trap and bush regeneration to 

improve water quality and ecological health and 

establish active and passive recreation facilities. 

 

 
 

Northern Beaches Council - Guiding asset 

resilience in a changing climate 

Northern Beaches Council partnered with the Institute 

of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) to 

produce a companion document to Practice Note 12: 

Useful life of infrastructure, to provide methodology 

and guidance on assessing the impact of climate 

change on infrastructure, to the year 2100. 

 

The resulting Practice Note 12.1: Climate Change 

Impacts on the Useful Life of Infrastructure, PN 12.1, 

was piloted by Northern Beaches Council on  projects 

at four sites, to ensure its applicability and usability for 

local government infrastructure asset managers. The 

case study is available online. 

 

Tamworth Regional Council - Implementation of 

Peel River Flying-fox Camp Management Plan 

The Peel River flying-fox camp is located in Tamworth 

along a stretch of riparian vegetation alongside the 

Peel River. Anecdotal historic reports suggest a low 

intensity use of the area but consistent occupancy 

began in 2012. Both Little Red Flying-foxes and Grey-

headed Flyingfoxes use the camp with over 80,000 

reported during influx.  A draft Peel River Camp 

Management Plan was prepared in 2016 which 

identified a range of camp management options.  

  

This project aimed to reduce the impact of flying foxes 

on the immediately affected residents through:  

• Community education 
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• Provision of subsidised services to reduce impact 

on neighbours adjacent to camp 

• Habitat thinning by removal of weed species along 

Peel River. 

Consultations 

LGNSW environment team’s submissions to a number 

of government initiatives are available, including the 

recent: 

• Draft Underground Petroleum Storage System 

Regulation  

 

Meeting the Paris Agreement 

The Climate Change Authority released a consultation 

paper on updating its previous advice to the Australian 

Government on policies to meet our commitments 

under the Paris Agreement.  

 

The previous advice recommended the following policy 

levers that intersect with local government: 

• Conduct further work into the best roles of public 

and private providers in delivering electric vehicle 

infrastructure. 

• Harmonise and enhance regulation for the waste 

sector. 

• Harmonise Commonwealth and state energy 

efficiency schemes or implement a National Energy 

Savings scheme, and update and expand energy 

efficiency standards for appliances and buildings. 

• Innovation support focused on research and 

development of low emissions technologies and 

products. 

 

Please contact Denise Anderson to contribute to 

LGNSW’s submission by 9 August. 

Funding 

Community Resilience Innovation Program 

The CRIP supports a broad range of community-led 
projects designed to increase all-hazard disaster 
preparedness and build community capacity and 
resilience. 

Applications close 23 July 2019. 

Organics Infrastructure Fund  

The NSW EPA and Environmental Trust are inviting 
applications for funding under the grants across the 
following five different grant streams: 

•  Organics Processing Infrastructure - up to $3 
million for new organics facilities or facility 
upgrades to process more NSW food and garden 
waste 

•  Onsite Business Recycling – up to $500,000 for 
infrastructure and equipment for on-site 
processing or pre-processing of source separated 
food and garden waste 

•  Food Donation Infrastructure – up to $500,000 to 
not-for-profit organisations for equipment to 
collect, store and redistribute quality surplus food 
to people in need 

•  Product Quality – up to $500,000 for equipment 
to improve recycled organics product quality 

• Transfer Stations – up to $500,000 for 
infrastructure to establish new or upgrade existing 
transfer stations to receive food and garden 
waste.  

Applications close 29 August 2019. 

Events 

• Best practice asbestos management for councils 

Forum, 22 August 2019, Riverside Oval Meeting 

Room, 14-21 Carinya Street, Queanbeyan 

• LGNSW Water Management Conference, 2 - 4 

September 2019, Albury 

• NSW Coastal Conference, 30 October – 1 

November 2019, Terrigal, NSW 

• AdaptNSW annual forum, 12 November 2019, 

Dockside, Darling Harbour. Save the date. 

• Excellence in the Environment Awards, 3 

December 2019, Waterview, Bicentennial Drive, 

Bicentennial Park, Sydney Olympic Park 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION 

To subscribe to this electronic newsletter, visit 

lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news     

 

 

 

PROGRAM CONTACT                                

Denise Anderson 

Senior Policy Officer – Environment 

Local Government NSW 

E denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au   

P 9242 4056 
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